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AUGUST MEETINGS 
(For Members and Their Guests) 


DATES & Matinee, 2:30 p.m., Wednesday, 
TIMES: August 18 
Evenings, 8:00 p.m., Wednesday, August 
18 and Thursday, August 19 


PLACE: May Treat Morrison Auditorium 
SuBJEcT: “THE FARALLON ISLANDS” 


The Farallon Islands, bleak; inhospitable and 
mysterious, were the scene of a disturbing, curious 
chapter in the history of the San Francisco Bay. 
Crudely exploited for their wildlife resources during 
the 19th Century, they yielded fur seals in the thou- 
. sands and millions of murre eggs. This largest breed- 
ing colony of seabirds in the United States was the 
background for fierce rivalries and much human 
violence and misery. Today it is a most important 
refuge for not only birds but sea mammals. For the 
past three years, the Point Reyes Bird Observatory 
has maintained a full time research station on South- 
east Farallon. John Smail, Executive Director of the 
Observatory, as his segment of this presentation, will 
talk about the island, its history, its birds, and the 
relevance of present and future research there to 
environmental problems of the Bay Area — espec- 
ially chemical pollution and the constant threat of 
oil spills. Still photographs in color will be featured. 


The second half of this topical program is the 
screening of a new, prize-winning documentary color 
film, “Farallon Light,” produced by Charles E. 
Peterson of San Francisco. It is.a lyrical presenta- 
tion of the rugged scenery with marvelous wildlife 
shots of gulls, murres, guillemots, auklets, cormor- 
ants, oystercatchers and puffins. Competely contem- 
porary in feeling, Mr. Peterson’s film — shot both 
day and night — truly captures the spirit and mood 
of life on the Farallones, pointing up the fact that 
though a long term wildlife refuge, disturbance and 
abuse have always been a threat, and that the exist- 
ing colonies have only been preserved over the years 


because of the presence of the Coast Guard light- 
keepers who have discouraged boaters from landing 
and “exploring.” “Farallon Light,” only recently 
completed, was awarded a gold medal at the Atlanta 
Film Festival. Our showing is among the premier 
performances. 

Three meetings as indicated for which your 1971 
membership card is your admittance. For the mati- 
nee performance present it to the door attendant 
at the entrance of Cowell Hall only. You will be 
asked to show it once again at the entrance to 
Morrison Auditorium. For the evening meetings, 
the arrangements are as they have been in the past: 
ingress at the main entrance, Cowell Hall, and at 
the rear Planetarium. entrance off Middle Drive. 


MORRISON - PLANETARIUM 


“ASTROLOGY: QUEEN OF SCIENCE” con- 
tinues in the Theatre of the Stars through September 
12. The huge success of this topical sky show in 
1968 indicated a re-presentation and our summer 
attendance seems to corroborate that fact. Do the 
stars have an influence on your life? Do the heavens 
control your destiny? 

Show times daily at 12:30, 2:00, 3:30 and 8:00 
p.m. Admission: Adults, $1.00, with half-price for 
youths under 16, students with student body card, 
and armed services personnel. 


MORRISON AUDITORIUM 


“THE ENCHANTED ISLANDS,” an Academy- 
produced documentary film in color, is presented 
daily at 1:00, 2:30 and 4:00 p.m. Admission is as 
for the planetarium shows. Plays through Labor Day. 


SPECIAL EXHIBITS 


“GALAPAGOS,” also devoted to the Ecuadorian 
“enchanted isles’ mentioned above, ‘continues in 
Cowell Hall indefinitely. _ 

“LIVING WATER,” nature photographs and text 
by Ernest Braun and David Cavagnaro, continues 
in the Lower Gallery, Cowell Hall through August 
16. Beginning August 20 in the same location: 

“BRISTLECONE PINES,” black and_ white 
photographic enlargements by Lloyd Ullberg, the 
Academy’s staff photographer, on exhibit for the 
first time. Continues through October 20. 


THE ENTIRE ACADEMY REMAINS 
OPEN EVERY DAY UNTIL NINE IN 
THE EVENING THROUGH LABOR 
DAY, SEPTEMBER 6. 


NEWS and NOTES....... 


Wis THE DEATH On June 29 of Mr. Edward 
W. Bullard, a member of the Board of Trustees, the 
Academy became bereft of a sincere and loyal col- 
league. It is a loss to all who knew his devotion. 
No one could have been more concerned about the 
Academy’s welfare nor more active in contributing 
time and effort to its support. Deeply regretful, we 
extend our abiding sympathy to his family and 
friends, 


Tue NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION has 
announced a grant to the CAS in the amount of 
$24,800 in support of a research project, “The 
Flora of Chiapas,” to be carried out by Dr. Dennis 
Breedlove, Assistant Curator in the Department of 
Botany. Effective date for this grant is September 1. 
It will extend over a period of two years. 


Dr. GEORGE E. LINDSAY, Director 
of the Academy, presented the presidential address 
at the 52nd Annual Meeting of the Pacific Division 
of the American Association for the Advancement 
of Science held in San Diego convening on June 21. 
His subject was “The Galapagos Archipelago.” 


Repti AND AMPHIBIAN enthusiasts please 
take note: University of California Extension, as 
part of its fall program of instruction in the field 
of zoology, will present a course beginning Septem- 
ber 22 titled “Care of Amphibians and Reptiles in 
Captivity” and the instructor will be Karl Switak, 
Supervising Herpetologist for Steinhart Aquarium. 
The course to be offered in San Francisco at UC 
Extension’s Richardson Hall, will deal with the 
maintenance of such animals — feeding, diversity of 
food, diseases and treatment, breeding habits, tem- 
perature, humidity, water requirements, and proper 
handling. The enrollment fee is $45 and classes will 
extend through November 24. 

Interested persons should call Berkeley, 624-4111, 
or San Francisco, 861-6833, for further informa- 
tion and/or a fall catalog. 


"Tue JUNIOR ACADEMY continues to outdo 
itself. Registration for the 1971 summer program 
of instruction for young scientists exceeded anything 
in the past with 430 individuals signing for 16 sepa- 
rate classes. In size, the classes which met six days 
a week, ranged from 25 to 125. In age, the students 
were from a “large” 8% to a “ripe old” 20. It is 
interesting to note that some 50 parents were inter- 


ested in joining with their offspring for the course in 
astronomy. 

Ken Lucas, Supervisor, wishes to acknowledge 
particularly the great service rendered by the in- 
structing staff members for this project as well as the 
great assistance given by the Academy docents on 
the day of class registration. 


Because IT IS ALWAYS later than we 
think and because calendars have a habit of getting 
filled, here is something more to think about for 
the autumn. Beginning Wednesday evening, Octo- 
ber 13 and for the following four Wednesdays 
through November 10, the Academy will sponsor 
a series of lectures on Baja California. The sessions, 
for which there will be a modest fee, will last from 
7:30 to 9:30 and will result in an excellent over- 
view of this fascinating part of the globe. Following, 
from November 18-27, there will be an optional 
field trip for 32 members of the classes to the area, 
each of whom will defray his own expenses. 

An informational bulletin is ‘in the works” and 
will be mailed to all Northern California members 
within the next weeks. 


Photo by Lloyd Ullberg 


CARY PONCHIONE, Chief Planetarium Techni- 
cian, has been fascinated by and occupied with 
things mechanical since he was a child in Oakland. 
His initial dabbling in the area of electronics was 
self-motivated during his school years at about the 
time he was tearing down cars and putting them 
back together again — a preoccupation which has 
yet to be curbed. Exploring the intricacies of hi-fi 
sets, television receivers and anything else with 
“works” was his training ground which has held him 
in excellent stead throughout his life. 

In his youth, Cary and his love for fast automo- 
biles found him racing (for fun) in the Fremont 
Drag Races and at Auto X in Pleasanton. Later, he 
was employed at the Pacific Saw Works in the East 
Bay in the engine shop working with industrial 
mechanisms and generator plants. 


MEET THE STAFF (Continued) 


He came to the Academy in July 1969, a fact that 
came about through his dual interest in electronics 
and fish. Steve Craig, Superintendent in the Instru- 
ment Shop, sensed a good combination. The elec- 
tronics involved are self-explanatory. The fish. — 
something else. Cary, on a business basis, has been 
tending other people’s aquariums for many years 
— mending, cleaning, maintaining and furnishing 
material — a sideline in which he is still involved. 

At the CAS, he builds special projectors for the 
planetarium shows, assists in maintaining the star 
projector, helps construct Foucault pendulums and 
then installing in such places as Florida, Pennsyl- 
vania and Iowa. In recent months, this impressive 
locally. produced item:has been shipped as faraway as 
Pakistan. 

Cary is married and he and his wife Linda are 
the proud parents of two small children, Lisa and 
Bryan. 


NEW MEMBERS OF THE ACADEMY 


Regular Members 


Mr. Albert P. Bekker Mr. Tom Measles 


Dr. G. L. Bender Mr. Robert A. L. Menzies 

Miss Veronica D. Casale Miss Margo Mulvihill 

Miss Miriam F. Colson Dr. Thomas A. Nicholson 

Mr. James E. Dollard Mr. & Mrs. S. Logan Owens, Jr. 
Mr. Larry Joe Edwards Mr. Steven R. Padgett 

Dr. Roberta Fenlon Dr. Robert E. Parker 

Mr. Thomas |. Fester Mr. Francis Poona 

Mr. Charles Goodman Mr. Julio Quintero 

Miss Christine Halstead Mr. Brian D. Rhodes 


Mrs. George Rigle: 
Miss Melissa M. Rose 
Miss Margaret Shamlian 
Miss Doris R. Whitaker 
Mr. Ildefonso Y. Makinano, Jr. Mrs. Helen E. Willard 
Dr. Tally P. Mastrangelo Mr. William Wong 

Mr. Wayman Yee 


Family Members 


Mr. & Mrs. Russell Arquette Col, Hall B. McElree 

Mr. William A. Babcock Miss Honora Nersesian 
Mr. Horace K. Burr Mr. Paul C. Percy, Sr. 

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Burson Mr. & Mrs. Victor Prosak 
Mrs. Valerie Cooke Ltc. Frank H. Radspinner 
Mr. & Mrs. Salvador Cordova Mrs. Cecile Reichert 

Mr. & Mrs. Wes Dawe Mr. & Mrs. Edward J. Reidy 
Mr. Edward S. Dean Mrs. Alice J. Riaboff 

Dr. Helene V. Fatt Mr. & Mrs. Roger Roberts 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert C. Fritz Mr. & Mrs. Joseph E. Ryus 
Mr. Raymond J. Genolio Mrs. Evelyn D, Stathes 


Mr. Ronald Harker 

Mr. & Mrs. John Kalteis 
Mr. Wayne L. Lawson 
Miss Luana Ludwig 


Mr. William Gin Mr. & Mrs. Otto Steinhardt 
Mrs. Sandra Gordy Mr. John W. Stephenson 

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence W. Heinle Mr, Robert Tellefsen 

Mr. & Mrs. Donald L. Hirst Mr. Roger W. Torrey 

Dr. Calvin L. Janzen Mr. & Mrs. James R. Towan, Jr. 


Dr. Theodore A. Tromovitch 
Mrs. Jacquelyn M, Verduin 
Mr. James L. Wanvig 

Mr. Jay Okun Yedvab 

Mr, Donald E Miller Mr. & Mrs, George Yount 
Mrs. Gerald F. Mohun Mr. & Mrs. Jack M. Zins 


Contributing Members 


Mr. Brainard George Buckley Judge Robert J. Drewes 
Mr. & Mrs. R. W. Burke Mr. John Lowell Jones 
Mr. Michael Strater 


THE CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 
Open every day of the year San Francisco 94118 
(415) 221-5100 


Mr. Harold Jeters 
Mr. Carl P. Kruger 
Mr. & Mrs. A, P. Kutches 
Dr. Lloyd I. Lasky 
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